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New surgery to remove gallbladder Population growth
drives depletion of
nearly scarless, less painful

natural resources

BY CAROLINE ARBANAS

In a first for the St. Louis region, School of Medicine
surgeons are removing patients' gallbladders using a single
small incision in the belly button
that leaves only a barely visible
scar.
"The more than a dozen
patients who have had the procedure have fared extremely
well," said L. Michael Brunt,
M.D., professor of surgery and
co-director of the Institute for
Minimally Invasive Surgery at
the School of Medicine. "They
typically go home the same day
as the surgery or the morning
afterward. But the most striking
difference is that when patients
come back several weeks later
for a checkup, you essentially
can't see a scar."
Surgery to remove the gallbladder is one of the most common operations performed in
the United States. More than
750,000 patients undergo the
procedure each year, often due
to the formation of gallstones
that cause intense pain. The
surgery typically is performed
using a laparoscopic technique
in which surgical instruments
and a miniature video camera
are inserted into four small
incisions in the abdomen. The
camera is linked to a video
monitor, where surgeons view
the patient's internal organs.
With the new procedure, the
long, slender surgical instruments and camera are all inserted through a one-inch incision in the belly button.
See Surgery, Page 2

BY TONY FITZPATRICK
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L. Michael Brunt, M.D. (left), professor of surgery, and Ankit
Bharat, M.D., a resident in the Department of Surgery, perform
surgery at Barnes-Jewish Hospital to remove a patient's gallbladder through the belly button.

Architectural competition reinvents
St. Francis de Sales children's theater
BY LIAM OTTEN

St. Francis de Sales church,
popularly known as "the
Cathedral of South St. Louis," has
been a local landmark since the
end of the Civil War. Its six-building campus — located at 2653
Ohio Ave. — is listed on the
National Register of Historic
Places and includes the elegant
Gothic revival church as well as a
rectory, a former convent, two
former school buildings and a
gymnasium.
One of those school buildings
includes an 8,000-square-foot
children's theater in urgent need
of renovation. This fall, five teams
of architecture students from the
Sam Fox School of Design &
Visual Arts have worked to develop plans for the theater as part
of the Sam Fox School's
Community Service Competition.
"The agenda for this project
was to create a schematic design
proposal that can be used by
St. Francis de Sales as both a
fund-raising tool and as a basis for

construction documents," said
graduate student in architecture
Eric Cesal, who organized the
competition with classmate Ali
Lang. "The theater is located in a
well-preserved 19th-century
building. The historical quality of
the space as well as its state of
preservation and the enthusiasm
of the community offers an opportunity to create something really
special."
Jon R. Roche, office administrator for the church, said the
theater is located on the third floor
of an 1888 structure that once
housed a girls school. In the 1920s,
the theater served as home to the
Benton Park Drama Club but in
the 1940s was subdivided into
classrooms, and the two-story
stage was split horizontally by'
dropped-in ceilings.
"When you go into the attic
you can still see the intricate handwork," said Roche, whose grandfather graduated from St. Francis de
Sales High School. "It's a very
beautiful space. At some point, it
See St. Francis, Page 6

It's a 500-pound gorilla that
Robert Criss, Ph.D., professor of
earth and planetary sciences in
Arts & Sciences, sees standing on
the speaker's dais at political rallies, debates and campaigns. Its
name is population growth.
"Population growth is driving
all of our resource problems,
including water and energy," Criss
said. "The three are intertwined.
The United States has over 305
million people of the 6.7 billion on
the planet. We are dividing a finite
resource pie among a growing
number of people on Earth. We
cannot expect to sustain exponential population growth matched by
increased per capita use of water
and energy. It's troubling.
"But politicians and religious
leaders totally ignore the topic," he
said.
Criss specializes in hydrogeology, the geology of water and
systems of water. Much of his
work has an environmental slant.
He investigates the transport of
aqueous fluids in environments
such as rivers, cool potable
groundwater systems essential to
civilization, and deeper, hotter
hydrothermal systems. The results
may be combined with physical,
chemical or geologic data to infer
numerous aspects about the origin
of waters and the processes that
subsequently affect them.
A major focus for Criss and his
associates is the origin, character
and behavior of river and floodwaters in the Mississippi, Missouri
and Meramec river basins. Since

1990, the mid-continent has experienced floods of such severity that
the floods would not, under normal circumstances, be expected to
have all occurred in a period of
less than several centuries. Criss
and a colleague have proven that
engineering modifications of
waterways have increased the
frequency and severity of floods
on most Midwestern rivers.
For decades, Criss has taught a
popular non-major course for
undergraduates, "Human Use of
the Earth."
The United States is experiencing rapid population growth — at
a rate higher than almost any other
developed country — along with
increased food production, Criss
said. In many areas, especially the
West, the practice of "mining"
ground water to irrigate arid or
semiarid land, which won't work
in the long run, is becoming
commonplace.
"Energy and water use are
intimately related," he said. "As
water tables decline, you have to
use more energy to lift the water
out of the ground. That's what a
pump has to do in places like
Arizona, where water levels have
dropped many hundreds of feet.
More people, more water use,
more food, more energy. It's not
sustainable."
Criss said approximately
150 million Americans use ground
water, most of which is nonrenewable. When a well cannot pass
drinking water standards, it is shut
down and another one is drilled.
Ground water extraction leads to
See Population, Page 2

Pine forests to get help from WUSTL biologists
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

WUSTL biologists will play a
key role in helping restore
the longleaf pine communities
of the southeastern United
States.
Ellen Damschen, Ph.D., and
John Orrock, Ph.D., both assistant professors in biology in
Arts & Sciences, are the lead
principal investigators on the
ambitious project that hopes to
restore one of the most unique
ecosystems in the country.
"We will examine the mechanisms that limit the recovery of
longleaf pine understory plant
communities at three separate
government installations in the
southeastern United States,"
Orrock said.
"These communities are
some of the most diverse plant
communities outside ofthe
tropics, and less than 3 percent
of original, pristine habitat
remains. Our work will use
large-scale experiments and
landscape-level analyses to

John Orrock, Ph.D. (left), assistant professor of biology in Arts &
Sciences, graduate student Caleb Hickman and Ellen Damschen,
Ph.D., assistant professor of biology, examine plants in the
Goldfarb Greenhouse that are part of the longleaf pine ecosystem
in the nation's Southeast.
determine how to best restore
these systems," he said.
The project, titled "Developing
aad Testing a Robust, Multi-Scale
Framework for the Recovery of
Longleaf Pine Communities,"
received funding of $1.98 million

dollars over five years.
Funding is coming from the
Strategic Environmental
Research and Development
Program — the Department of
Defense's (DoD) environmental
See Forests, Page 2
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Graduate degree fair
spotlights social change
BY JESSICA MARTIN

Helping teachers teach Patrick Gibbons, Ph.D. (center), professor of physics in Arts &
Sciences, shows Paula Mulhearn (right), middle-school science teacher at St. Justin Martyr
Catholic School in south St. Louis County, and Stanley Gill, second-grade teacher at Jackson
Park Elementary in University City, how to make paper models showing differences in the sun's
rotation and visible constellations throughout the year. Gibbons instructs five physics and
physical science courses for K-12 teachers through the Department of Education's Science
Outreach program. Gibbons has worked with teachers since 1991. In addition to his research on
crystal structures and semiconductors, Gibbons also publishes teaching strategies for K-8
science.

Undergraduate research symposium set for Saturday
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

How are health risks perceived internationally?
How is a mothers communication style related
to depression in preschoolers? How are novel- polymer systems used in antibiofueling coatings?
You can find the answers to these questions and
many more during the fall 2008 Undergraduate
Research Symposium from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 25, in the Danforth University Center.
Slated to be the largest in the biannual event's
four-year history, the symposium will feature presentations by students from the Sam Fox School of
Design & Visual Arts, Olin Business School, School
of Engineering & Applied Science and College of
Arts & Sciences.
More than 200 undergraduates are expected
to showcase their research projects through
poster presentations and visual and oral presentations during the event, which is free and open

to the public.
"The Undergraduate Research Symposium is a
great way for students to showcase just how advanced undergraduate research can be," said Henry
Biggs, Ph.D., associate dean in Arts & Sciences and
director of the Office of Undergraduate Research.
"It allows students to examine what those in
other disciplines are working on as well. The symposium gets more and more popular each semester as
students see the benefit of presenting their work to
such a wide audience," Biggs said.
Ten high-school students who participated in the
Students and Teachers as Research Scientists also
will be presenting posters, as will WUSTL undergraduates who participated in Career Center internships, the Department of Biology Summer
Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program, the
Undergraduate Research Summer Awards program
and study abroad programs.
For more information, visit ur.wustl.edu.

United Way campaign still accepting donations
BY JESSICA DAUES

The United Way can make a
difference in the lives of many
in the St. Louis area, but it needs
help from the WUSTL community.
Washington University continues to accept donations to the
annual United Way of Greater
St. Louis campaign, which began
Sept. 2.
The University's goal for this
year's drive is $600,000, and
those who have not yet donated
are encouraged to do so as soon
as possible.
The University offers employees two ways to contribute: via

Surgery
Procedure reduces
pain and scarring
- from Page 1
"This not only minimizes
scarring but reduces pain
because there are fewer incisions," said Brunt, who performs the surgery at BarnesJewish Hospital.
The single-incision surgery
is more technically challenging
than a traditional laparoscopic
procedure, said Brent
Matthews, M.D., associate
professor of surgery and chief
of the Section of Minimally
Invasive Surgery, who also
performs the operation at

pledge cards, which were sent
through campus mail in September, and online using the HRMS
system.
WUSTL faculty and staff
members who would like a second or replacement pledge card
should contact Lisa Caress at
935-6087 or caresslisa@
wustl.edu.
Alternatively, faculty and
staff members who prefer to
make a pledge online can visit
hr.wustl.edu and click on HRMS
Self Service. Click on Employee
Self Service and select United
Way Pledges. For assistance with
passwords, call the Help Desk at
935-5707.

Barnes-Jewish Hospital. But he
predicts that the majority of
gallbladder surgeries at BarnesJewish soon will be performed
using this technique.
"One of the biggest advances in surgery over the past
20 years was the development
of laparoscopic techniques to
perform many operations
that were traditionally done
through a large, open incision,"
Matthews said. "Now, we're
looking for ways to make those
operations even less invasive,
and the single-incision belly
button surgery is one
alternative.
"In the future, I think we'll
see a number of different operations besides gallbladder
surgery that can be done using
this technique," Matthews said.

The University encourages
employees to contribute using a
payroll deduction but also will
accept donations via cash, check
and credit card.
"The United Way member
agencies provide a wide variety
of support and services to those
in need, such as babies only a
few weeks old, those in crisis
needing shelter or dealing with
devastating illness, the elderly
who depend upon volunteers to
deliver the one hot meal they
will have each day, helping those
whose homes have been destroyed by flooding find shelter
and clothing, and so much
more," said Ann B. Prenatt, vice
chancellor for human resources
at WUSTL.
"Contributing to the University's United Way campaign is an
easy and efficient way to give
back to the community and help
assure the continuation of services that millions of people
access," Prenatt said.
Ninety percent of the contributions the United Way of
Greater St. Louis receives goes
to providing services for nearly
1 million people living in the
St. Louis area.
That means at least 90 cents
of every dollar donated is directly used to help fund nearly
200 health and human service
agencies that provide job counseling and training, offer affordable child care, provide disaster
relief, build safer communities
and more.
For more information on the
United Way of Greater St. Louis,
visit stl.unitedway.org.

Are you looking for a graduate
degree program that will
give you the tools to help
make a difference?
Attend the Idealist.org
Graduate Degree Fair for the
Public Good from 5-8 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 23, in the Athletic
Complex.
The free event, hosted by the
George Warren Brown School of
Social Work in cooperation with
the Career Center, is dedicated to
helping people connect education
to a social change career.
Members of both the WUSTL
and St. Louis communities will be
able to meet with representatives
from more than 50 graduate
programs from around the country, learn about different graduate
degree options that are designed
to impact the public good and get
insights on the application process from graduate admissions
professionals.

Population
Notion growth can
continue not realistic
- from Page 1
dropping water levels in many
places and subsidence (saltwater
intrusion) in others. The latter is
the case in some of Florida's
coastal cities, where salt water
mixed with ground water has
made drinking water unpalatable.
"Ground water, fossil fuel
resources, cropland and forests all
are being depleted or degraded,"
Criss said. "Thoughtful arguments
can be made that for a sustainable
world, we already have too many
people, far more than can live by
decent standards."
He says that, worldwide, the
rates of increases of water and
energy use have risen faster than
population growth for the past
50 years. The fertility rate has
actually lowered in much of the
world, but the U.S. rate of 2.1
children for every woman of
child-bearing age between 15 and
49 is not much below the world's
average, which is 2.6.
Despite what might appear as
progress, Criss is disappointed
that the United States has not
contributed to the United Nations
Population Fund for the past
seven years.
The Population Fund, begun
in 1969, enables people in participating countries to learn about

Forests
Potential is great
for ecosystem recovery
- from Page 1
science and technology program
— in partnership with the
Department of Energy (DOE) and
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency.
Damschen and Orrock will be
working with longleaf pine forest
ecosystems at Fort Bragg and
Camp Lejeune, N.C., and the
Savannah River Site located near
Aiken, S.C.
Longleaf pine communities
once stretched from Virginia to
Texas. This diverse ecosystem
harbors many rare, threatened
and endangered species of plants
and animals.
Damschen and Orrock have
worked in this ecosystem since
2000 and have published many
papers based on previous
findings.
"While there is less than
3 percent of the historical ecosystem left, much of the southeastern

"Idealist attracts both highachieving, passionate students and
leading institutions to their
events," said Richard Sigg, admissions recruiter for the Brown
School. "This fair is an essential
first step for anyone considering a
career that will make a positive
impact on the community."
Idealist is a project of Action
Without Borders, a nonprofit
organization founded in 1995
with offices in the United States
and Argentina. Idealist.org is an
interactive Web site where people
and organizations can exchange
resources and ideas, locate opportunities and supporters, and take
steps toward building a world
where all people can lead free and
dignified lives.
The group holds graduate
program fairs and social change
job fairs throughout the year. This
is the first time an Idealist.org fair
has been held in St. Louis.
To register, visit idealist.org/
gradfairs or call Sigg at 935-4382.

population growth and reproductive health.
"These UN. projects have
made great progress without any
help from the United States," Criss
said. "Many countries are seeing
reduced growth rates. Africa still
has a bad problem, but things are
not as bleak as seven years ago.
There are many medical, logistical
and environmental reasons that
these efforts should be supported.
It's a considerable embarrassment
to me that my country isn't chipping in."
Criss said there is a dearth of
thoughtful dialogue on mankind's
pressing problems in the political
arena. The politicians see the
500-pound gorilla but ignore it.
"Having children when you're
too young, too old, or having too
many children, is not good for the
world," Criss said.
"Some of the candidates seem
to have world views incompatible
with the realities of the world. It's
obvious there are too few resources to go around now. The notion
that we can just continue to grow
and grow and grow is not realistic," he said.
Criss says real change can
come if the country can grasp the
great risks involved with our
present approach.
"There's an old saying that the
definition of insanity is doing the
same thing over and over and
expecting a different result," Criss
said. "Oddly enough, that is our
current energy policy, and it's not

United States has potential for
recovery," Damschen said.
"We want to determine the
relative importance of local site
conditions and ecological mechanisms and how they interact with
larger landscape effects across
space and time," he said.
Damschen and Orrock will use
a combination of historical landuse data and contemporary largescale vegetation data to determine
how past management actions and
activities and military operations
influence recovery potential.
They intend to generate a
field-ready method to classify
understory plant communities in
longleaf pine savannahs and develop recovery guidelines to provide a roadmap for the restoration
methods most likely to work best
with the characteristics of the
current degraded community.
They hope their findings will
allow the DoD and DOE to identify conflicts between recovery
and military training and testing
activities as well as conflicts between recovery and the inferred
habitat requirements for threatened, endangered and at-risk
species.
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School of Medicine Update

SPOT educates area youth on HIV, STDs
BY BETH MILLER

In the past 10 years, the
St. Louis area has seen an
alarming increase in new
diagnoses of HIV and sexually
transmitted infections among
13- to 24-year-olds. Between
1997-2007, more than 50 new
diagnoses'of HIV were made each
year among adolescents and
young adults, who are often disconnected from the health-care
system or support services.
Nationwide, St. Louis has among
the highest rates of sexually transmitted diseases in this age group.
To head off this trend, Project
ARK (AIDS/HIV Resources and
Knowledge) and the Adolescent
Center in the Department of
Pediatrics in collaboration with
community partners have
launched the SPOT (Supporting
Positive Opportunities with
Teens), aimed specifically at the
13-24 age group.
• The first of its kind in the
St. Louis area, the SPOT is a
one-stop, drop-in center for youth
that will provide testing for HIV
and sexually transmitted diseases,
health care and counseling, social
support, prevention and case
management services at no cost.
School of Medicine physicians
and staff from a variety of disciplines will provide services.
"This is a huge public-health
epidemic that we have to address,"
said Katie Plax, M.D., director of
the Adolescent Center, assistant
professor of pediatrics and medical director of the SPOT. "Leaving
it unchecked means the rates of
sexually transmitted diseases and
HIV will continue to rise. With
cuts to Medicaid and the economy getting worse, it's not

%:

THANKS
TO ALL
OF OUR
COMHUNIf

(From left) Kelly Krahl, an epidemiologist with the City of St. Louis Department of Health; Lawrence
Lewis, drop-in coordinator for the SPOT; Regina Whittington, program director of the SPOT; and Brandii
Mayes with the City of St. Louis Department of Health talk at the SPOT'S open house Oct. 8 for its
community partners.
surprising that this epidemic is
getting worse and young people
have fewer places to turn."
The SPOT opened in midSeptember at 4169 Laclede Ave.
The colorful and modern drop-in
center has a living room with cozy
furniture and computers, offices
for physicians and staff, exam
rooms, a kitchenette, showers,
lockers and laundry facilities.
"We are looking for the disenfranchised youth who are disconnected because of barriers or
perceived barriers to the healthcare system," said Kim Donica,

program director of Project ARK.
"We will try to address these
barriers and connect them into
the system to prevent future infec-.
tions. If a patient comes in with an
STD or symptoms, we don't want
anything to prevent care."
The SPOT offers rapid HIV
tests, which provide results in
about 20 minutes, and is open
accessible hours for testing and
other services.
"We are excited to get the
message to teens that this is a safe
space to receive medical care with
no strings attached," said Regina

Flu shots for medical school employees
BY BETH MILLER

Fall is here — time for picking apples, carving
pumpkins and getting a flu shot.
The School of Medicine again will offer free flu
shots to its faculty, staff and students at various
locations this fall.
"Flu shots are for the benefit of employees and
their families, and in a health-care setting, it's particularly important in terms of protecting our patients, especially for older individuals," said James
P. Crane, M.D., associate vice chancellor for clinical
affairs and chief executive of the Faculty Practice
Plan. "While we encourage older persons to have
the flu vaccine, their immune response is not always
as robust as in younger people, and older adults are
the most vulnerable to severe illness and death from
influenza."
Crane said older adults make up 30 percent to
40 percent of the patients served by Washington
University Medical Center.
"We strongly encourage anyone involved with
patient care or human research subjects to get vaccinated for their protection and for the protection of
patients," said Karen Winters, M.D., director of the
Occupational Health Service at the School of
Medicine and assistant professor of medicine.
"Since our students are also patient caretakers, that
includes them, too."
The CDC has recommended since 1984 that
health-care workers be vaccinated annually.
Vaccine manufacturers are expected to have an
all-time high supply of the vaccine available for the
2008-09 flu season with as many as 143 million to
146 million doses manufactured for use in the
United States. Winters said the School of Medicine
expects to have an adequate supply.
Each year, scientists work to match the viruses in
the vaccine to those expected to cause the most
illness in that year. This year's influenza vaccine
contains three new influenza virus strains. It can
protect against these three viruses, or it can make
illness milder for those with a related but different
strain of flu virus. Because the flu strains change
each year, it's important to get a flu shot annually,
experts say.
Other ways to protect against the flu are to frequently wash hands with soap and water or use
alcohol-based hand sanitizer, especially after using
the restroom, blowing the nose, coughing or changing diapers. Always cover the mouth and nose with

Flu shot schedule
The following locations offer School of
Medicine employees a free flu vaccination.
Employees and students must bring their
badge with them to obtain the vaccination and
be prepared to supply their employee ID number on the consent form.

School of Medicine
Nov. 6,1 p.m.-3 p.m., 4444 Forest Park Ave.
(main lobby)
Nov. 18,9 a.m.-11 a.m., 4480 Clayton Ave.
(Room 1145)
Nov. 18,1 p.m.-3 p.m., East Building,
4525 Scott Ave. (third floor, Room 3420)
Nov. 19,1 p.m.-3 p.m., McDonnell
Pediatric Research Building (main lobby, next
to the bookstore)
Nov. 25,1 p.m.-3 p.m., East Building,
4525 Scott Ave. (third floor, Room 3420)

St. Louis Children's Hospital
Nov. 11, 7:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m., noon-3 p.m,
Northwest Tower, 4990 Children's Place (8th
floor, Conference Room 8a)
Nov. 21,7:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m., noon-3 p.m,
Northwest Tower, 4990 Children's Place (8th
floor, Conference Room 8a)

Barnes-Jewish Hospital South
Nov. 12,1 p.m.-3 p.m., Ortho Dept. Suite
11300

Barnes-Jewish Hospital
West County
Nov. 13, 8 a.m.-10 a.m., 969 N. Mason
Road (in the lobby by the vending machines);
and 1 p.m.-3 p.m., Professional Building One
(main lobby)

a tissue when coughing or sneezing.
Those with the flu should stay home from work
to avoid infecting others. Prescription antiviral
medications that can reduce the duration of the flu
and lessen its symptoms are also available, but they
must be taken within two days of developing the flu.

Whittington, program director of
the SPOT. "We hope to provide a
place that will establish regular
health care for these teens as they
transition into young adults."
A youth advisory committee
was instrumental in the program's

design, Donica said.
"The group helped with the
design of the space and told us
they wanted a homey feel," she
said. "Their top requests were to
obtain testing for HIV or STDs
and have mental health and
counseling services available."
Among the University disciplines contributing to the SPOT
are the departments of pediatric
and adult infectious diseases;
the Adolescent Center; Jeffrey
Peipert, M.D., the Robert J. Terry
Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology and principal investigator
of the Contraceptive Choice
Project; and Denise Willers, M.D.,
assistant professor of obstetrics
and gynecology. Supporting the
project are the Barnes-Jewish
Hospital and St. Louis Children's
Hospital foundations, BJC Health
Care, the City of St. Louis and the
Missouri Foundation for Health.
The SPOT will rely on a variety
of community partnerships for
clients and services, including
Youth in Need, Epworth Children
& Family Services, Planned Parenthood/St. Louis Region,
St. Louis Area National Council
on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse,
St. Louis Agency on Training and
Employment and local health
departments.
"This is really a community
partnership, with the University
taking a role in public health,"
Donica said.

Alzheimer's researchers seek
volunteers for clinical trial
BY MICHAEL

C. PURDY

Researchers at the School of
Medicine and elsewhere are
conducting studies on an experimental medication to block nerve
damage and inflammation in the
brain that can lead to progressive
memory loss and behavioral
changes in people with Alzheimer's
disease. Current Alzheimer's disease therapies focus on improving
symptoms rather than attacking
the root of the disease progression.
The St. Louis branch of the trial
is seeking 10 or more volunteers
age 50 and older with mild to
moderate Alzheimer's disease to
test this new approach. Nationally,
organizers are working to recruit a
total of 400 volunteers at 40 research centers.
The buildup of amyloid plaques
can trigger inflammation in the
brains of people with Alzheimer's
disease. A protein called amyloid
beta builds up in plaque deposits
and may promote damage to nerve
cells. Researchers will test an experimental drug that seeks to stop
amyloid beta from binding to a
receptor in the brain called RAGE
(receptor for advanced glycation
endproducts). Participants will be
monitored for changes in the
progress of the disease.
"In addition to monitoring
disease progression through cognitive tests, we will examine various biological markers of the
disease," said James Galvin, M.D.,
principal investigator at the
WUSTL Site. "These include the
degree of atrophy (or shrinkage) of
the brain as measured by magnetic
resonance imaging, the extent of
amyloid buildup in the brain
assessed by Positron Emission
Topography imaging, and levels of
amyloid beta and other proteins in
blood and spinal fluid."
The research is being conducted by the Alzheimer's Disease
Cooperative Study (ADCS), a
consortium of researchers supported by the National Institute on
Aging (NIA), part of National
Institutes of Health. The ADCS at

the University of California,
San Diego, will coordinate the
18-month, double-blind, placebocontrolled trial.
The drug is being studied in
this Phase II clinical trial to determine if it will slow the progressive
decline associated with
Alzheimer's disease.
Physicians and nurses will
monitor the participants during
regular visits and measure the
severity and progression of disease using standard tests of functional and cognitive abilities.
Participants will be assigned to
one of three groups: two groups
will receive different doses of the
experimental drug, and the third
group will receive a placebo. To
ensure unbiased results, neither
the researchers conducting the
trial nor the participants will
know who is receiving the study
drug and who is getting the placebo until the trial is over.
To participate in the study,
contact NIAs Alzheimer's Disease
Education and Referral Center at
1-800-438-4380 or e-mail adear@
nia.nih.gov.

Memorial service for
Richard Todd Nov. 2
A memorial service will be
held Nov. 2 for Richard
D. Todd, Ph.D., M.D., the Blanche
F. Ittleson Professor of Psychiatry
and director of the Division of
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
at the School of Medicine, who
died Aug. 22.
The service will be held at the
Farrell Learning and Teaching
Center in Connor Auditorium
from 2-5 p.m. with a reception
immediately following.
Todd was an internationally
known expert on the influences of
genetics and environment on
psychiatric illness in children,
addressing such disorders as
attention-deficit hyperactivity
disorder, autism-spectrum disorder and affective disorders in
childhood.
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University Events
Addressing the intersection
of art and community
BY BARBARA REA

Dancer, choreographer and
creative/performance artist
Liz Lerman, together with
Washington University faculty, will
participate in a panel discussion
on the intersection of art and
community.
The Assembly Series program
"Still Crossing: Expressing Identities, Building Communities" begins at 4 p.m. Oct. 30 in the Women's Building Formal Lounge.
Panelists are Sunita Parikh,
Ph.D., associate professor of political science in Arts & Sciences, and
Robert Hansman, associate professor of architecture in the Sam Fox
School of Design & Visual Arts.
The event is part of a larger
project funded by the National
Endowment for the Arts for
WUSTL's Performing Arts
Department and is the brainchild
of David Marchant, senior lecturer
in dance in Arts & Sciences.
Marchant chose Lerman and her
acclaimed piece "Still Crossing" to
demonstrate the power of art to
enhance social capital and civic
dialogue.
Lerman created the dance
"Still Crossing" in 1986 to address
issues of immigration, transition

and the meaning of "home" and
"community." Lerman will be in
residence at WUSTL to restage
this now-classic dance for the
annual Washington University
Dance Theatre concert in
December as the end piece of this
project.
Lerman is a major figure in
dance and has been recognized
with a host of distinctions, including the MacArthur "genius" grant,
the American Choreographer
Award and, most recently, the
National Foundation for Jewish
Cultures Achievement Award.
Her work has been commissioned for national centers of art
and culture, including the Lincoln
Center for Performing Arts in
New York and The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts in Washington, D.C.
In 1976, she founded the Liz
Lerman Dance Exchange, known
for its multigenerational ensemble.
Considered an expert dance educator, she has authored many
books and articles on the subject.
The program is free and open
to the public.
For more information about
the Assembly Series, visit
assemblyseries.wustl.edu or
call 935-4620.

Connecting through Choreography Acclaimed choreographer Liz Lerman (center), founding
artistic director of Liz Lerman Dance Exchange and a visiting artist in the Performing Arts
Department in Arts & Sciences, and undergraduate student Jackie Dodd (far right) work with
residents at the Gladys & Henry Crown Center for Senior Living in University City. Lerman is
working this semester with students and community members to set her classic piece "Still
Crossing" (1986), a large ensemble work exploring the immigrant experience.The piece will be
performed Dec. 5-7 as part of the annual Washington University Dance Theatre concert. Students,
faculty and staff interested in possibly participating in "Still Crossing" are invited to attend an
informational gathering with Lerman at 4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 26, in the Annelise Mertz Dance Studio
in the Mallinckrodt Student Center. For more information, call 935-4476 or e-mail David Marchant at
marchant @ wustl.edu.

Vocal Polyphony • Human Computation • Evolution of Fungi
"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place Oct. 23-Nov. 5 at
Washington University. Visit the Web for
f*Ypnnrfpri cntondnrs for the Dnnforth

Campus (news-info, wustl.edu/calendars)
and the School of Medicine (medschool.
wustl.edu/calendars.html).

Exhibits
"Birth of the Cool: California Art, Design
and Culture at Midcentury." Through
Jan. 5. Kemper Art Museum, 935-4523.
"Bold Strokes and Finesse: The Stage
Designs of John Ezell." Through Nov. 22.
Des Lee Gallery, 1627 Washington Ave.
621-8537.

Film
Tuesday, Oct. 28
7 p.m. Jewish, Islamic and Near Eastern
Film Series. Middle East-North Africa
Film Series. "Khalli Balak Min Zouzou."
Hassan Al-lmam, dir. Brown Hall, Rm.
118.935-8567.

Wednesday, Nov. 5
6:30 p.m. Korean Film Series. "Hwang Jin
Yi." Chang Yoon-hyun, dir. Seigle Hall,
Rm. L006. 935-5110.

Lectures
Thursday, Oct. 23
7:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Thoracic Surgery CME
Course. "Contemporary General Thoracic
Surgery." (Continues 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Oct. 24.) Cost: $525, $400 for allied health
professionals. Eric P. Newman Education
Center. To register: 362-6891.
Noon. Barnes-Jewish Hospital Ethics
Committee Lecture and Book Signing.
"Why Justice is Good for Our Health."
Norman Daniels, prof, of ethics and
population health, Harvard School
of Public Health. Clopton Aud.,
4950 Children's Place. 747-5361.
Noon. Genetics Seminar. "From Vial to
Bedside: What the Fly Can Tell Us About
Human Sleep Research." Paul Shaw, asst.
prof, of neurobiology. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823. 362-2139.
4 p.m. Chemistry Lecture. "Novel
Semiconductor Nanocrystals: NonBlinking and Ultra-Small." Todd Krauss,
assoc. prof, of chemistry, U. of Rochester.
McMillen Lab, Rm. 311.935-6530.

How to subm
'University Events'
Submit "University Events"
items to Angela Hall of the
Record staff via:
e-mail — recordcalendar
©wustl.edu
campus mail —
Campus Box 1070
fax —935-4259
Upon request, forms for
submitting events will be e-mailed,
mailed or faxed to departments to be
filled out and returned.
Deadline for submissions
is noon the Thursday prior to
publication date.

4 p.m. Ophthalmology and Visual Science
Seminar Series. "Intestinal Epithelial Stem
Cell Niche Modification in Response to
Injury." Thaddeus S. Stappenbeck, asst.
prof, of pathology and immunology.
Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725.362-3315.
4 p.m. Romance Languages and Literatures
Lecture. Annual Paul Rava Memorial
Lecture. "Mapping Dante's Hell." Theodore
J. Cachey, Jr., prof, of Italian, U. of Notre
Dame. Duncker Hall, Rm. 201, Hurst
Lounge. 935-5175.
4:15 p.m. Earth and Planetary Sciences
Colloquium. "Spectral Analysis of Planetary
Analogs Under Simulated Planetary Surface
Conditions." Ed Cloutis, dir., Centre for
Forest Interdisciplinary Research, U. of
Winnipeg. Earth and Planetary Sciences
Bldg., Rm. 203. 935-5610.
6:15 p.m. Germanic Languages and
Literatures Lecture. Liselotte Dieckmann
Biennial Lecture. "The Statue as Rogue
Object in German Romanticism." Catriona
MacLeod, assoc. prof, of German, U. of
Penn. Co-sponsored by The Committee on
Comparative Literature. Duncker Hall,
Rm. 201, Hurst Lounge. 935-5106.
8 p.m. The Writing Program Fall Reading
Series. Jean Valentine, author. Duncker
Hall, Rm. 201, Hurst Lounge. 935-7130.

Friday, Oct. 24
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. Annual
J. Neal and Lois Middelkamp Lecture.
"Polio: A Look Back at America's Most
Successful Public Health Crusade." David
M. Oshinsky, prof, of history, U. of Texas.
Clopton Aud. 454-6006.
11 a.m. Computer Science and Engineering
Colloquium. "Human Computation." Luis

von Ahn, asst. prof, of computer science,
Carnegie Mellon U. Cupples II Hall,
Rm. 217. 935-6160.
11 a.m. Electrical and Systems Engineering
Seminar. "Fast Imaging With Sparse
Sampling." Zhi-Pei Liang, prof, of
bioengineering, U. of III. at UrbanaChampaign. Bryan Hall, Rm. 305.
935-5565.
11 a.m. Energy, Environmental and
Chemical Engineering Seminar Series.
"Colloids as Building Blocks: Anisotrophy
and its Effect on Particle Assembly."
Michael Solomon, assoc. prof, of chemical
engineering, U. of Mich. Lopata Hall,
Rm. 101.935-5548.
Noon. Cell Biology and Physiology Seminar.
Robert J. French, prof, of physiology and
biophysics, U. of Calgary. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426.
362-6950.
Noon. East Asian Studies Lecture. "A
Transnational History of Non-Saving in the
United States." Sheldon Garon, prof, of
history and East Asian Studies, Princeton
U. Lab Sciences Bldg., Rm. 201.935-4448.
4 p.m. Depf. of Music Lecture Series.
"Anderson, Price, Norman, Graves: Making
Opera American and the Color-Blind
Double-Bind." Todd Decker, asst. prof, of
music. Music Classroom Bldg., Rm. 102.
935-5566.

Saturday, Oct. 25
10 a.m. Physics Saturday Science Lecture
Series. "Global Warming." Carl Bender,
prof, of physics. Co-sponsored by U.
College. Crow Hall, Rm. 201. 935-6276.

Monday, Oct. 27
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Innate Immune Pathways for
Chronic Inflammatory Disease." Michael
Holtzman, prof, of medicine. Farrell Learning
and Teaching Center, Connor Aud. 362-2763.
5 p.m. Asian and Near Eastern Languages
and Literatures Lecture and Reading. "A
Korean Authors' Visit: Bi-lingual Readings
and a Discussion on Translation." Bruce
Fulton, chair, Korean Literature and literary
translation, U. of British Columbia; Lee
Hye-kyung, author; Kim Aeran, author.
Co-sponsored by The International
Communication Foundation of Korea and
East Asian Studies. January Hall, Rm. 110.
935-5110.
5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity and
Arrhythmia Center Seminar. "What Does
Atrio-Ventricular Node Rate Dependence
Mean?" Jacques Billette, prof, of physiology,
U. of Montreal. (5 p.m. reception.) Whitaker
Hall, Rm. 218. 935-7887.
6:30 p.m. Sam Fox School Public Lecture
Series. Harris Armstrong Lecture. Kenneth
Frampton, prof, of architecture, Columbia U.
Steinberg Aud. 935-9300.

Tuesday, Oct. 28
8:15 a.m. Center for the Application of
Information Technology (CAIT) Training
Workshop. "Dynamic Enterprise Bl
Dashboards (Business Intelligence)." Free
for CAIT member organizations, interested
others please call. Eric P. Newman Education
Center. 935-4444.
Noon. Molecular Microbiology and Microbial

Pathogenesis Seminar Series. "Herpes
Simplex Virus Commandeers the Host Cell
Chaperone and DNA Damage Machinery."
Sandra Weller, prof, and chair of
molecular, microbial and structural
biology, U. of Conn. Health Center. Cori
Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 362-7367.

Wednesday, Oct. 29
4 p.m. Biochemistry and Molecular
Biophysics Seminar. "Exploring the
Energy Landscape: Disorder, Dynamics,
and Protein Function." Peter Wright, prof,
and chair of molecular biology, The
Scripps Inst. of Research. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 264.
362-4152.
4 p.m. The Robert M. Walker Distinguished
Lecture Series colloquium. "The Mars
Phoenix Lander Mission: A Story of Soil
and Ice." Raymond E. Arvidson, James
McDonnell Distinguished U. Prof. Crow
Hall, Rm. 204. 935-5332.
8 p.m. Romance Languages and
Literatures Lecture. "About War and Print
Culture (Spain 1936-1939)." Jordana
Mendelson, assoc. prof, of Spanish and
Portuguese languages and literature, New
York U. Lab Sciences, Rm. 250. 935-5175.

Thursday, Oct. 30
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Whitney R. Harris World
Law Institute Conference. "International
Climate Change: Post-Kyoto Challenges."
Anheuser-Busch and Seigle halls.
935-7988.
Noon. Genetics Seminar. "Genomes, Trees
and Traits: Elucidating the Origin and

Celebrated poet to speak for reading series
Poet Jean Valentine, the Visiting Fannie Hurst Professor
of Creative Literature in
the Writing Program in Arts &
Sciences, will read from her work
at 8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 23.
The talk — part of The Writing
Program's Fall Reading Series — is
free and open to the public.
The lecture takes place in
Dunker Hall, Room 201, Hurst
Lounge. A reception and book
signing will follow.
Valentine is the State Poet of
New York. She was born in Chicago and earned a bachelor's
degree from Radcliffe College but
has lived most of her life in New
York City.
In 1965, she won the Yale
Younger Poets Award for her first

book, "Dream Barker." In 2004,
her collection "Door in the
Mountain: New
and Collected
Poems
1965-2003"
won a National
Book Award
for Poetry.
Her most
recent book is
"Little Boat"
(2007). In all,
Valentine has
Valentine
authored 11
volumes of poetry.
Other honors include a
Guggenheim Fellowship and
awards from the National
Endowment for the Arts, The
Bunting Institute, The Rockefeller

Foundation, The New York
Council for the Arts and The
New York Foundation for the
Arts.
She also has won the Maurice
English Prize, the Teasdale Poetry
Prize, The Poetry Society of
America's Shelley Memorial Prize
and the Morton Dauwen Zabel
Award from the American
Academy of Arts and Letters.
Valentine has taught at Sarah
Lawrence College, the Graduate
Writing Program of New York
University, Columbia University
and the 92nd Street Y in Manhattan, among many others.
For more information,
call 935-7130 or e-mail
David Schuman at dschuman@
wustl.edu.
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Tenor Dominic Armstrong to present Liederabend at Graham Chapel
Tenor Dominic Armstrong will perform
an intimate Liederabend for the
Department of Music in Arts & Sciences at
3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 26, in Graham Chapel.
Literally translated as "evening of song,"
Liederabend is a German term referring to
a recital given by a singer and pianist, particularly of works by 19th-century Austrian
or German composers.
The program, free and open to the public, will feature "Romanzen aus Tieck's
Magelone, Op. 33" by Johannes Brahms
(1833-1897). Accompanying Armstrong
will be pianist Sandra Geary, teacher of
applied music.
Brahms' only song cycle, "Romanzen
aus Tieck's Magelone" consists of 15 loosely
knit romances — originally published in
five volumes between 1865-69 — following
the melancholic courtship of a noble

Zauberflote," "La Rondine," "Postcard from
knight-errant and a beautiful princess.
Morocco," "Iolanta" and "Lelisir d'amore."
Brahms based the cycle, which he dediArmstrong also has performed with
cated to a friend, the baritone Julius
Opera Theatre of St. Louis, the
Stockhausen, on the 1797 novella
Kansas City Symphony and the
"Liebesgeschichte der schonen
University of Missouri Symphony
Magelone und des Grafen Peter
as well as with the Opera Company
von Provence (Wondrous Love
of Philadelphia, the Chautauqua
Story of the Beautiful Magelone
Youth Orchestra, the Metropolitan
and Peter, the Count of
Provence)" by German poet and
Opera Orchestra and the National
novelist Johann Ludwig Tieck.
Symphony Orchestra.
Armstrong, a native of
Next spring, Armstong will star
in Chicago Opera Theatre's producKirksviOe, Mo., earned a bachelor's degree in music from
tion of Mozart's "La Clemenza di
Armstrong
Truman State University and a
Tito," conducted by Jane Glover.
Last spring, he portrayed Macheath
master's in music from The
in Benjamin Britten's version of "The
Juilliard School in New York.
He is pursuing a master's degree in
Beggar's Opera," conducted by Lorin
opera at The Curtis Institute of Music in
Maazel, while in residence at The
Philadelphia, where his credits include "Die
Chateauville Foundation in Amissville, Va.

He also recendy served as a Filene
Young Artist at the Wolf Trap Foundation
for the Performing Arts in Vienna, Va.,
performing the title role of "Candide" under the baton of Stephen Lord.
Armstrong was a grand finalist in the
2008 Metropolitan Opera National Council
auditions.
Other honors include prizes at the 2008
George London Foundation Awards competition; the 2000-01 National Association
of Teachers of Singing Midwest District arid
Regional competitions; and the 1998 and
2001 Truman State University's Gold Medal
Aria Competition.
The program is sponsored in association
with the Department of Germanic
Languages & Literatures in Arts 8c Sciences.
For more information, call 935-5566 or
e-mail kschultz@artsci.wustl.edu.

International climate change conference
to examine roles of China, United States
BY JESSICA MARTIN

Distinguished environmental
law and policy scholars and
scientists from around the country will gather at Washington
University to discuss "International Climate Change: PostKyoto Challenges," from
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 30 in
Anheuser-Busch and Seigle
halls.
"This is a crucial time regarding international climate change
agreements," said Maxine
Lipeles, J.D., director of the
Interdisciplinary Environmental
Clinic and senior lecturer in law.
"The international community is aiming to complete negotiations by the end of 2009 on a
new climate change agreement to
take effect when the Kyoto
Protocol expires in 2012. This
conference will address the
critical question of what roles the
world's two largest emitters
— the U.S. and China — will
play under the new agreement,"
Lipeless said.
Evolution of Fungi and Animals Through
Comparative Genomics." Antonis Rokas,
prof, of biological sciences, Vanderbilt U.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823.
362-2139.
4 p.m. Assembly Series. Liz Lerman.
Women's Bldg., Formal Lounge. 935-5285.

The conference, hosted by the
Whitney R. Harris World Law
Institute, is free and open to the
public, but registration is
required.
"The mission of the Harris
Institute is to bring together
policymakers, lawyers and the
public to deliberate upon and
find solutions to some of the
pressing, intractable and complex problems of our time," said
Leila N. Sadat, J.D., the Henry
H. Oberschelp Professor of Law
and director of the Harris
Institute.
"This colloquium does just
that by addressing the very
difficult problem of global climate change from a legal and
practical perspective," Sadat said.
Joyce Penner, Ph.D., the
Ralph J. Cicerone Distinguished
University Professor of
Atmospheric Science at the
University of Michigan, and
Jonathan Wiener, J.D., the
William R. & Thomas L. Perkins
Professor of Law at Duke
University, will give conference
Low-Income Families." Rebecca Blank,
senior fellow, Brookings Institution. Seigle
Hall, Rm. 348. 935-4918.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. Casey Weaver, U. of Ala.Birmingham Med. School. Farrell Learning
and Teaching Center, Connor Aud. 362-2763.

4 p.m. Ophthalmology and Visual Science
Seminar Series. "Estimating the Rate of
Change in Mean Deviation Among People
With Primary Open Angle Glaucoma
— Preliminary Results From a Decision
Analytic Synthesis of the CIGTS, 0HTS, and
AGIS Studies." Steven M. Kymes, prof, of
ophthalmology and visual sciences.
Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725. 362-3315.

6:30 p.m. Sam Fox School Public Lecture
Series. Ruth and Norman Moore Visiting
Professor of Architecture Lecture. Dennis
Crompton, the Ruth and Norman Moore
Visiting Professor of Architecture. Steinberg
Aud. 935-9300.

7 p.m. The Robert M. Walker Distinguished .
Lecture. "Mars: Environments, Habitability,
and Life." Raymond E. Arvidson, James
McDonnell Distinguished U. Prof. Brown
Hall, Rm. 100.935-5332.

Noon. Molecular Microbiology and Microbial
Pathogenesis Seminar Series. "How
Salmonella Assembles its Flagellum." Kelly
Hughes, prof, of biology, U. of Utah. Cori
Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 362-3692.

8 p.m. The Writing Program Fall Reading
Series. Henri Cole, author. Duncker Hall,
Rm. 201, Hurst Lounge. 935-7130.

5:30 p.m. Biophysical Evenings Seminar.
"Computational Biology and Noninvasive
Imaging of Cardiac Arrhythmia." Yoram
Rudy, prof, of biomedical engineering. Cori •
Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 362-4152.

Friday, Oct. 31
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. "The
Secret Life of Erythrocites." Allan Doctor,
assoc. prof, of pediatrics. Clopton Aud.
454-6006.
Noon. Cell Biology and Physiology Seminar.
"Visualizing Misfolded Protein Stress in the
Endoplasmic Reticulum of Living Cells." Erik
L. Snapp, prof, of anatomy and structural
biology, Albert Einstein College of Medicine.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426.
362-6950.
4 p.m. Dept. of Music Lecture Series. "A New
Approach to Chromatic Semitones in Late
Sixteenth-Century Vocal Polyphony." John
Turci-Escobar, asst. prof, of music. Music
Classroom Bldg., Rm. 102. 935-5566.

Saturday, Nov. 1

Thursday, Oct. 30
8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. William Lenihan,
guitar, and Ptah Williams, piano. Ridgley
Hall, Holmes Lounge. 935-4841.

Sports

Friday, Oct. 24
8 p.m. "01 Thee I Sing" presented by the
Performing Arts Department. (Also 8 p.m.
Oct. 25, Oct. 31 and Nov. 1; 2 p.m. Oct. 26
and Nov. 2). Cost: $15, $9 for students,
faculty, staff and senior citizens. Edison
Theatre. 935-6543.

Music
Thursday, Oct. 23

Monday, Nov. 3

3 p.m. Concert. Liederabend with Dominic
Armstrong, tenor. Graham Chapel.
935-5566.

8p.m. Jazz at Holmes. Dave Stone,
saxophone, and Adam Maness, piano.
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge. 935-4841.

Sunday, Oct. 26

Oct. 8
10:27 a.m. — A person
reported his laptop had been
stolen while it was left unattended in the library in
Anheuser-Busch Hall
overnight.
1:17 p.m. — A student reported that his bicycle had been
stolen from outside of Danforth
House.

Oct. 9
8:12 a.m. — While investigating a burglary case, property
was recovered that had been
taken during a different
burglary.
12:45 p.m. — During the
course of an investigation into a
burglary, it was learned that a
laptop computer also was stolen
from Danforth House. The
suspect in this matter was later
apprehended and the missing
computer recovered and returned to the victim.

Oct. 10
5:24 p.m. — A person reported that someone entered a
vehicle outside of Simon Hall
and took money and a casino
card.
12:07 a.m. — A traffic stop
on a suspicious vehicle on Big
Bend Boulevard resulted in the

arrest of a subject wanted by
Brentwood Police Department.

Oct. 13
5:33 p.m. — A person reported that his bicycle had been
stolen from outside of Danforth
House, where it had been secured to a bike rack.

Oct. 14
3:24 p.m. — A department in
McMillan Hall received mail
with strange ramblings written
on the outside of the envelope.

Oct. 20
9:21 a.m. — Security reported
a missing access card at the
Danforth University Center
complex.
3:22 p.m. — A bicycle was
stolen from outside Cupples II
Hall, where it had been secured
to a bike rack.
5:04 p.m. — A woman reported that her purse and wallet
had been lost or stolen at Brown
Hall.
Additionally, University police
responded to three reports of
property damage, two accidental
injuries, two drug offenses, two
reports of fraud, two reports of
telephone harassment, two sick
cases, one auto accident, one
investigation, one larceny, one
parking violation and one report
of recovered stolen property.

Friday, Oct. 24
7 p.m. Men's Soccer vs. Dominican U.
Francis Field. 935-4705.

Saturday, Oct. 25
9:30 a.m. Swimming and Diving Alumni
Meet. Athletic Complex. 935-4705.
9:30 a.m. Women's Soccer vs. Rhodes
College. Francis Field. 935-4705.
1 p.m. Football vs. Ohio Wesleyan U. Francis
Field. 935-4705.

Monday, Oct. 27
7 p.m. Men's Soccer vs. Maryville U. Francis
Field. 935-4705.

On Stage

The following incidents were reported to University Police Oct. 8-20. Readers who
have information concerning these incidents are urged to call 935-5555.

Oct. 12

Tuesday, Nov. 4

7:15 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Advanced Revascularization Chapter 3. "Percutaneous
Cardiac & Peripheral Vascular Therapeutics
2008 Case-Based Review." Cost: $225, $175
for physicians in training and allied health
professionals. Ritz-Carlton, St. Louis. To
register: 362-6891.

Noon. Work, Families and Public Policy
Brown Bag Seminar Series. "The Impact of
Earnings Disregards on the Behavior of

keynote addresses.
Penner will speak about the
"Current Status in Understanding Climate Change and
Climate Change Prediction." She
is a member of the United
Nations Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change.
Wiener, who teaches environmental policy and public
policy studies at Duke, will
discuss "Climate Change in a
Multipolar World."
Conference panel discussions in the morning will focus
on the "Challenges and
Opportunities in Bringing U.S.
& China into a Post-Kyoto
Agreement."
The keynote address luncheon at noon will be followed
by a 2 p.m. session on climaterelated career opportunities.
For more information or to
register for the conference,
contact Linda McClain, assistant
director and conference coordinator for the Harris Institute,
at 935-7988 or visit lawwustl.
edu/higls/indexclimate.asp

Friday, Oct. 31
5:15 p.m. Volleyball vs. Concordia U. Bears
Classic. WU Field House. 935-4705.
7:30 p.m. Volleyball vs. Culver-Stockton
College. Bears Classic. WU Field House.
935-4705.

Saturday, Nov. 1
10 a.m. Volleyball vs. Monmouth College.
Bears Classic. WU Field House. 935-4705.
Noon. Football vs. Carnegie Mellon U.
Francis Field. 935-4705.

Election programming update
Election-related events continue on
the Danforth Campus for those
wanting more intellectual engagement
about campaign issues.

Thursday, Oct. 23
Noon. Student Debate Competitions
on Election Issues: "Should the
Drinking Age be Lowered to 18?"
Danforth University Center Commons.
Free and open to the public.
4 p.m. "Public Ethics: The
Responsibilities of Elected
Officials." Investigative journalist
Carl Bernstein talks about the need
for ethical governance and a free
press to ensure it. Graham Chapel.
Presented by the Assembly Series
and the Center for the Study of
Ethics and Human Values in Arts &
Sciences. Free and open to the public.

And more

5:30 p.m. Political Art Show. An
exhibition/reception of student art
reflecting political themes. Danforth
University Center. Free and open to
the public. For information, contact
Lane Goodman at LaneG®
samfox.wustl.edu

Saturday, Oct. 25

Thursday, Oct. 30

9 a.m.-4 p.m. Undergraduate Research
Symposium. Danforth University Center.
935-7342.

4:30 p.m. "Environmental Issues in
Politics: What to Do About Proposed

2:30 p.m. Volleyball vs. Millikin U. Bears
Classic. WU Field House. 935-4705.

Energy Costs?" Location to be
announced. Discussion with
panelists from Missouri Coalition for
the Environment and the Missouri
Green Party as well as the
Libertarian, Republican and
Democratic parties. For information,
contact the Environmental Social
Work Initiative: kupshur®
gwbmail.wustl.edu or msmetana®
gwbmail.wustl.edu

Monday, Nov. 3
7:30 p.m. "Education Policy."
A panel discussion featuring
Washington University faculty and
administrators presented by
Controversy N' Coffee. Danforth
University Center, Rm. 276. Coffee
and dessert will be served. Free and
open to the public.
For questions regarding programming, contact Robin Hattori at
rhattori@wustl.edu or Brittany Perez
at president@su.wustl.edu.
To access the entire election
programming calendar, visit any
of the following Web sites:
assemblyseries.wustl.edu,
gephardtinstitute.wustl.edu and
gpc.wustl.edu.
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Men's basketball
preseason No. 1
The NCAA Division III defending
national champion men's basketball team is ranked No. 1 in the
Dili News Preseason Top 25 poll,
as announced by the publication's
special Preseason Preview issue.
University of WisconsinWhitewater (No. 2), Capital
University (No. 3), Ursinus
College (No. 4) and RandolphMacon College (No. 5) round out
the top five.
The Bears will travel to No. 6
Augustana College Nov. 22 and
play a home-and-home series with
No. 21 Brandeis University Jan. 30
and Feb. 8.
WUSTL opens regular-season
play Nov. 15 in the Colorado
College Tip-Off Classic against
North Park University.

The St. Francis de Sales school, built in 1888, houses the theater
that was the centerpiece of the architecture competition.

St. Francis
■ from Page 1

will be restored and would cer- ■
tainly be great if we could use one
of the students' designs."
St. Francis de Sales parish was
formed in 1867 by seven German
immigrant dairymen and named
in honor of St. Francis de Sales, a
French Jesuit missionary who
served as bishop of Geneva and
was canonized in 1665.
The original church was dedicated in 1868; the current structure — the second-largest church
in the St. Louis area and the only
one built in the German Gothic.
style — was dedicated in 1908.
In 1869, the parish opened an
elementary school and, in 1939,
added a junior high school; the
latter was later expanded to include a high school, with the first
class graduating in 1947. Yet in
the 1950s and '60s, developing
suburbs drew population away
from St. Louis city neighborhoods, and the parish's numbers
began to decline.
In January 2005, the parish was
closed and the church and campus
were scheduled for demolition.
The complex was saved thanks
to the intervention of former
archbishop of St. Louis Raymond
Burke and the Institute of Christ
the King Sovereign Priest, which
took possession in July 2005.
Currently the Institute is raising
funds to restore the building's
300-foot steeple — the tallest in
St. Louis.
Other planned renovations
include roof repairs and conservation of the church's frescos and
stained glass windows, the latter
created by Emil Frei Sr., a German
immigrant widely considered to
be St. Louis' premier stained glass
artist.
The Sam Fox School launched
the Community Service Competition Aug. 23 as a one-day
design charrette (a sort of architectural brainstorming session).
After a brief history and tour of
the site, 55 architectural students

spent five hours developing initial
design concepts, which were then
presented to the competition jury.
The jury short-listed four
teams, with the fifth team added
in mid-September. Over the next
eight weeks, each team expanded
its ideas into workable schematic
designs — detailed on a pair of
24- by 36-inch presentation
boards — culminating in a presentation Oct. 17 to the St. Francis
faithful, local architects and interested community members.
Following the presentation, a
competition jury composed of
faculty, local architects arid
church leaders convened for final
judging.
The first-place prize of $300
was awarded to a team led by
graduate teaching assistant Ellen
Leuenberger, which included
students Denny Burke, Alexander
Harner, Michael Heller, Rachel
Kerr and June Kim.
Their design focused on the
theater's entry sequence, creating
a large exterior courtyard filled
with organic gardens and meeting
areas. Pathways would direct
worshippers to the church and
theatergoers to a pair of reconfigured staircases rising up to the
renovated proscenium.
The theater itself is designed
for maximum flexibility, with
nonfixed seating and large windows that create a visual and
implied connection back to the
church and the greater community.
"The City of St. Louis has an
extremely rich architectural heritage, one that still has much to
teach us," said Bruce Lindsey,
dean of the Sam Fox School's
College of Architecture and
Graduate School of Architecture
& Urban Design, who sat on the
jury. "As a society, I think we
sometimes forget how much
architecture matters — how its
expressive and spiritual aspects
can inspire us, connect us and
enhance people's lives.
"As architects, I think we have
a responsibility to help build
communities as well as buildings,"
"Lindsey said.

Women's soccer
moves into first place
The No. 15 women's soccer team
won two conference games at
home to move into sole possession
of first place in the University
Athletic Association standings.
Seniors Jenny Phillip and
Caitlin Malone each scored a goal
in the Bears' 2-1 victory over New
York University Oct. 17. WUSTL
followed that with a 2-1 win over
Brandeis University Oct. 19 at
Francis Field. Freshman Lee Ann
Felder scored the game-winner on
a diving header.
The Bears (11-2-1) step out of
conference play Saturday, Oct. 25,
for a 9:30 a.m. home game against
No. 12 Rhodes College.

Men's soccer 10-3
with two recent wins
The No. 21 men's soccer team
posted back-to-back conference
wins last weekend at Francis Field.
Junior Nat Zenner scored the
game-winning goal 2:38 into the
first overtime in a 2-1 victory over
New York University Oct. 17.
The Bears moved into a tie for
second place in the University
Athletic Association (UAA) standings with a 2-1 victory over
Brandeis University Oct. 19.
WUSTL improved to 10-3 overall
and 3-1 in the UAA with the
victory.
The Bears have nine points in
UAA standings, tied for second
with the University of Rochester
and three points behind first-place
Emory University with three
games to play.
WUSTL steps out of conference play for a home game Friday,
Oct. 24, at 7:30 p.m. against
Dominican University.

Volleyball second in
UAA regular season
The No. 4 volleyball team
posted a 3-1 record at the second
University Athletic Association
round robin, held Oct. 18-19, in
Waltham, Mass., and finished its
regular-season slate with a 6-1
record.
WUSTL fell to No. 2 Emory
Oct. 18, but the Bears picked up
wins over the University of Chicago, Brandeis University and
New York University.

Men's tennis has two
third-place finishes

Detail from the winning design in the Sam Fox School competition.

Junior John Watts and the doubles
team of seniors Charlie Cutler
and Chris Hoeland placed third at
the 2008 Wilson/ITA National
Small College Championships
Oct. 15-17 at the Copeland-Cox
Tennis Center in Mobile, Ala.
Watts, the top seed and defending champion, defeated No. 2
seed Conrad Olson of Middlebury
College, 6-4, 6-4, in the thirdplace match. Hoeland and Cutler
won their third-place match with
a 7-6, 7-5 triumph over No. 2 seed

Freshman Lee Ann Felder had the game-winner in the Bears' Oct. 19
win over Brandeis University.
Amrit Rupasinghe and Ben Stein
of Bates College.

which takes place Nov. 1 in
Conyers, Ga.

Football drops third
straight game

Show-Me Showdown
for swimming, diving

The football team gave up 489
yards of total offense en route to
its third-consecutive loss in a
38-13 defeat to the College of
Wooster Oct. 18 in Wooster, Ohio.
WUSTL's offense also struggled, compiling just 237 yards and
11 first downs. The Bears (3-3)
return home Saturday, Oct. 25, to
play Ohio Wesleyan University at
Francis Field.

The men's and women's swim
teams competed at the University
of Missouri Show-Me Showdown
Meet Oct. 18 in Columbia, Mo.,
and both squads finished fourth
out of five teams.
The Show-Me field had teams
representing all three NCAA
divisions and the NAIA. Both
squads submitted several fast
times, with the best results coming
in the 50-yard free races.
For the men, senior Kevin
Leckey placed third in the free:
style sprint with a time of 22.11,
and for the women, freshman
Karina Stridh finished ninth with
a time of 25.11.

Cross country races
in Wisconsin meet
The men's and No. 26 women's
cross country teams ran in the
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh
Invitational in Oshkosh, Wis.,
Oct. 18, placing 12th and fourth,
respectively. Between the two
meets, there were more than 900
runners representing 35 colleges
or universities, marking the largest
meet in UW-Oshkosh history.
Sophomore Taryn Surtees
paced the women's team, competing the 6K course in 21:44.10 to
place 10th overall in a field of
415 runners. Sophomore Dave
Spandorfer was the top men's
finisher, coming in 44th with a
time of 25:18.25 in the 8K race.
The meet was the last warm up
before the University Athletic
Association championship meet,

Women's golf third at
Maryville Invitational
The women's golf team shot a
final-round score of 346 to finish
in third place at the 2008 Maryville University Fall Invitational
Oct. 12-13 at the Aberdeen Golf
Club in Eureka, Mo.
Sophomore Kathleen Pettinato
shot an 83 in the final round to
finish in seventh place with a
36-hole score of 162 (79-83).
Freshman Katie Homa followed
up her career-best round of 81
with an 84 to finish the event in
10th place with a 165.
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Notable;
Introducing new faculty members
The following are among the new faculty members at the
University. Others will be introduced periodically in this space.
Hillary Anger Elfenbein,
Ph.D., joins the Olin Business
School as associate professor
of organizational behavior.
Elfenbein served as visiting
assistant professor at Olin in
spring 2008. She comes from
the University of California,
Berkeley, where she served as
assistant professor of organizational behavior and industrial relations. She earned a
doctorate in organizational
behavior from Harvard
University in 2001 and spent
the following two years on
postdoctoral work at Harvard
Business School. Before graduate school, she worked for
two years at the Monitor
Group and earned undergraduate degrees at Harvard in
physics and Sanskrit.
Elfenbein serves on the editorial boards of the Journal of
Nonverbal Behavior and the
Journal of Organizational
Behavior, Cognition and
Emotion.
Jenny Lovell joins the Sam
Fox School of Design & Visual
Arts as assistant professor of
architecture. A registered
architect in the United Kingdom, Lovell specializes in the
design, development and
application of building envelope strategies in both the
United Kingdom and the
United States, with current
research focusing on the integration of environmental
systems. She previously taught
at the University of Virginia
and the University ofMichigan and has worked
for Allies and Morrison
Architects, Allford Hall
Monaghan Morris Architects
and Arup Associates (all in
London) as well as William
McDonough + Partners in
Charlottesville, Va. Lovell
earned a bachelor of arts
degree in architecture from
the University of Manchester
in 1990 and a diploma in
architecture from The Bartlett
School of Architecture,
University College London, in
1993.
Frederic Moynier, Ph.D.,
joined the Department of
Earth and Planetary Sciences
in Arts 8c Sciences in January
2008 as assistant professor. He
earned a bachelor of science
degree in 2001 and doctorate
in 2006, both from the Ecole
Normale Superieure de Lyon,
France. He also earned a
master's degree from the
Universite Joseph Fourier,
Grenoble, in 2002. Moynier
measures the isotopic compositions of terrestrial, lunar and
meteoritic materials to understand the chronology of the
first million years of the solar
system and of planetary differentiation; the physical and
chemical processes that have
modified these materials; and
the nucleosynthesis and the
stellar environments at the
birth of our solar system. To
reach these goals, he uses
high-precision mass spectrometry associated with
chemical purifications in
ultra-clean chemistry lab.
Mohamed-Salah Omri,
Ph.D., joined the Department
of Asian and Near Eastern
Language and Literatures in
Arts 8c Sciences in January
2008 as associate professor of
Arabic language and literature.
He earned a doctorate from
WUSTL in comparative literature in 2001. He was senior

lecturer in Arabic and director
of the Centre for Mediterranean Studies at the
University of Exeter in the
United Kingdom for 10 years.
His key research interests
include modern and premodern Arabic literature,
Francophone literature of the
Maghreb, comparative literature, Arab cinema, literature
and history, and Tunisia. He
has published or edited several
books and has lectured on
Francophone North Africa,
Arab diaspora, political cartoons, classical Arabic literature, Mediterranean culture
and tourism.
Carolyn Sargent, Ph.D.,
joins the Department of
Anthropology in Arts 8c
Sciences as professor, with a
joint appointment in the
Women, Sexuality and Gender
Studies Program. Sargent's
research and teaching are
primarily in the domain of
gender and health, with a
particular focus on reproduction, medical decision-making
and the management of women's health in low-income
populations. She has worked
in West Africa, Jamaica and
France. Most recently, her
writing has focused on how
colonial and postcolonial
relations between France and
its former West African colonies in the context of the
global economy have shaped
the policies and politics of
state institutions responsible
for managing immigrant
populations. She is interested
in how women — as migrants,
wives and mothers — routinely negotiate these structures of inequality.
Alex Seidel, Ph.D., joined
the Department of Physics in
Arts 8c Sciences as assistant
professor in January 2008. He
earned a doctorate from the
Massachusetts Institute of .
Technology in 2003 and has
held postdoctoral positions at
Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory (2003-06) and the
National High Magnetic Field
Laboratory (2006-07). Seidel's
research interests focus on
topological and general nonperturbative aspects of strongly correlated matter, in particular quasi-one-dimensional
conductors, quantum magnets
and fractional quantum Hall
systems. His recent development of a new framework to
study and discuss fundamental
properties of quantum Hall
states has led to the first derivation of nonabelian statistics
through adiabatic transport of
quasi-particles using only the
associated trial wavefunctions
as an input, independent of
the assumed effective field
theories.
Yongseok Shin, Ph.D.,
joins the Department of
Economics in Arts 8c Sciences
as assistant professor. After
earning a doctorate at Stanford
University in 2004, he joined
the University of WisconsinMadison as assistant professor.
Shin's area of research is macroeconomics and economic
development. In his research
on economic development, he
quantitatively analyzes the role
of financial markets in resource allocation and in promoting economic growth. His
research emphasizes the importance of microeconomic
foundations in understanding
macroeconomic phenomena.

Arvidson to discuss Mars missions
in inaugural Walker lecture series
University one of the leaders in space sciences. His
Raymond E. Arvidson, Ph.D., the James
own credentials are impeccable — an eminent scienS. McDonnell Distinguished University
tist, much decorated with awards and distinctions
Professor, will deliver the inaugural Robert
and currently leading the exploration of Mars to find
M. Walker Distinguished Lecture at 7 p.m. Oct. 30
evidence for water on that planet — a necessary
in Room 100, Brown Hall.
component for life and habitation," Cowsik said.
Arvidson, who has played key roles in NASA's
Arvidson also will deliver a colloquium titled
missions to Mars, including the current Phoenix
"The Mars Phoenix Lander Mission: A Story of Soil
Mars Mission, will discuss "Mars: Environments,
and Ice," as part of the lecture series at 4 p.m.
Habitability, and Life" during the lecture, which is
Wednesday, Oct. 29, in Room 204, Crow Hall. A
free and open to the public.
coffee reception will be held at 3:30 p.m. in Room 245
WUSTL's McDonnell Center for the Space
of Comptori Hall. Both are free and open to the pubSciences is sponsoring the lecture as part of the
Robert M. Walker Distinguished Lecture Series in
lic as well.
"The international exploration of Mars has fomemory of Robert M. Walker, Ph.D., the centers
cused during the past two decades on understanding
inaugural director from 1975-1999. He continued to
the planet and its history, with an emphasis on curbe active with the center until his death in 2004.
rent and past climates and implications for
Walker was a pioneering physicist who
habitability and life," said Arvidson, who is
played a decisive role in shaping research in
a Phoenix Science Operations lead.
the space sciences, not only at the UniverThe Phoenix Lander successfully
sity, but also worldwide, according to
touched down on a high northern latitude
Ramanath Cowsik, Ph.D., professor of
site on Mars last May 25 and began imaging
physics in Arts 8c Sciences and the center's
the surface, trenching and acquiring soil
director.
and water ice samples for on-board analyThe McDonnell Center, which was esses, and acquiring meteorological observatablished in 1975 through a gift from the
tions in coordination with Mars
aerospace pioneer James S. McDonnell, is a
Reconnaissance Orbiter measurements.
consortium of WUSTL faculty, research
Arvidson
"During both talks, we will cover the
staff and students coming primarily from
the Arts 8c Sciences departments of earth 8c planetary evidence that ancient Mars had rivers and lakes and
that the planet became increasingly arid and cold,"
sciences and physics who are working on the cutting
Arvidson said. "Implications for environmental
edge of space research.
"The center's activities have projected Washington
conditions conducive to the origin and evolution of
life will be discussed, and we will speculate on where
University as a leading institution for research in a
wide range of fields like gravitation, cosmology,
to explore for evidence that Mars once supported
modern astronomy and planetary sciences," Cowsik
life."
Arvidson also is co-investigator for the Phoenix
said.
robotic arm, a crucial instrument that is gathering
"Bob brought in talented scientists like Ray
Arvidson and Larry Haskin and worked with them
the soil and ice samples; lead for archiving mission
closely to transform the erstwhile geology departdata; and chair of the Phoenix landing site working
group. He participated in the two Viking Lander
ment into the Department of Earth 8c Planetary
missions in 1976, helped select the landing site for
Sciences, with a substantial space research compothe 2004 Mars Exploration Rover mission, and then
nent," Cowsik said. "Thus it was felt appropriate to
guided the activities of the rovers Spirit and
establish an annual lecture commemorating Bob's
Opportunity as the mission's deputy principal
contributions.
investigator.
"The choice of the inaugural speaker was instantly
For more information, contact Jan Foster at
clear — Professor Raymond E. Arvidson, who has
935-5332 or janf@physics.wustl.edu.
worked so closely with Bob in making Washington

Of note
Ralph J. Damiano Jr., M.D., the
John M. Shoenberg Professor of
Surgery at the School of Medicine
and cardiac surgery chief at BarnesJewish Hospital, was named the
physician "Health Care Hero" by
the St. Louis Business Journal for
his work in advancing surgical treatments for atrial fibrillation. The
award was presented at a ceremony
Oct. 2....
Jill B. Firszt, Ph.D., associate
professor of otolaryngology, has
received a five-year, $3,166,895
grant from the National Institute
of Health's National Institute on
Deafness and other Communication
Disorders for research titled "Effects
of Asymmetric Hearing in Acoustic
Listeners and Cochlear Implant
Users." ...
Tamara Hershey, Ph.D., associate professor of psychiatry, of neurology and of radiology, has received a five-year, $1,075,000 grant
from the National Institute of
Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney
Disorders for research titled "Glycemic Control, Brain Structure and
Cognition in Youth with T1DM." ...
Radhakrishna Sureshkumar,
Ph.D., professor of chemical engineering and associate chair of the
Department of Energy, Environmental 8c Chemical Engineering,
has received a $166,451 subaward
from the University of TennesseeKnoxville for research supported by
the National Science Foundation
titled "Novel 3D Nanocomposites
for Optical and Solar Applications:
A First Principles Approach to CostEffective Design, Nanomanufacturing and Characterization." ...
Wojciech A. Swat, Ph.D., associate professor of pathology and

immunology, has received a fiveyear, $550,000 Scholar Award
from the Leukemia 8c Lymphoma
Society for research titled
"MAGUK Proteins and
Lymphocyte Development." ...
Ruediger Thalmann, M.D.,
professor emeritus of otolaryngology, has received a two-year,
$418,000 grant from the National
Institute of Health's National
Institute on Deafness and other
Communication Disorders for
research titled "Interplay of
Biological and Physical Processes
in Otoconial." ...
L. Maureen Valente, Ph.D.,
director of audiology studies in
the Program in Audiology and
Communication Sciences (PACS)
and an assistant professor of otolaryngology, received the firstannual Margo Skinner Award
Sept. 11 at the annual convention
of the Missouri Academy of
Audiology. Valente was recognized for her "dedication to the
field of audiology ... demonstration of compassion and integrity
and devotion to improving the
communication skills of those
with hearing loss." The award is
named for the late Margo Skinner,
Ph.D., who served on the PACS
faculty for more than 30 years and
was well known in the field of
audiology for both her pioneering
work with cochlear implants and
her gentle and compassionate
approach. ...
Alian Wang, Ph.D., senior
research scientist in earth and
planetary sciences in Arts 8c
Sciences, has received a $65,000
subaward from Arizona State
University for research titled
"Mineralogy and Microtexture:
Rover-based Demonstration of an
Integrated Payload for Assessing
Habitability on Mars." ...

Lihong Wang, Ph.D., the Gene
K. Beare Distinguished Professor
in Biomedical Engineering, has
received a four-year, $2,487,784
grant from the National Institutes
of Health for research titled
"Recovery of Optical Absorption
Coefficient in Quantitative
Photoacoustic Imaging." ...
Douglas A. Wiens, Ph.D.,
professor of earth and planetary
sciences in Arts 8c Sciences, has
received a four-year, $535,017
grant from the National Science
Foundation for research titled
"Collaborative Research: Crustal
Accretion and Mantle Processes
Along the Subduction-Influenced
Eastern Lau Spreading Center."
Also receiving the grant were
Donna K. Blackman, Ph.D., of the
University of California, San
Diego; James Conder, Ph.D., of
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale; Robert A. Dunn,
Ph.D., of the University of Hawaii;
and Spahr C. Webb, Ph.D., of
Columbia University.

Speaking of
Robert A. Wykes, professor
emeritus of music in Arts 8c
Sciences, took part in a panel
discussion at the Second Annual
Charles Guggenheim Tribute
program Sept. 24 at the National
Archives in Washington, D.C.
This year's program focused on
the film, "Robert Kennedy
Remembered." Wykes composed
the music for the film, which was
first shown at the Democratic
National Convention just two
months after Kennedy's June 1968
assassination. The film won an
Academy Award for Best Live
Short Subject.
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Washington People

BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

Long before becoming one of
the nation's leading experts
on the science of creativity,
Keith Sawyer was a video
game designer.
Remember the venerable 1980s
arcade hit "Ms. Pac-Man"? A company Sawyer once worked for
designed the game. And Sawyer
himself designed the Atari cartridge adaptation of the game
"Food Fight."
He might never have taken that
job, which ultimately led him to
study the finer points of creativity,
conversation and business innovation, if not for a chance meeting on
an airplane.
Born in Newport News, Va.,
Sawyer, Ph.D., associate professor
of education and of psychology,
both in Arts & Sciences, earned an
undergraduate degree in computer
science in 1982 from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in Cambridge, Mass.
He didn't know exactly what he
wanted to do with his life but started interviewing with large computer companies like HewlettPackard and Bell Labs. Flying to
a job interview with HewlettPackard in California, Sawyer
noticed a man sitting in front of
him wearing an MIT class ring.
The two struck up a conversation in which Sawyer learned the
man had dropped out of MIT to

Keith Sawyer, Ph.D., associate professor of education and of psychology, both in Arts & Sciences,
lectures during his class "Education, Childhood and Society" in Seigle Hall. "His presence here is a real
boon to the education department but also to many others on campus because of Keith's knack for
collaboration," says Henry L. "Roddy" Roediger III, Ph.D., the James S. McDonnell Distinguished
University Professor in Arts & Sciences. "He studies the topic, but he also lives it."

Power of collaboration
Sawyer helps
foster creativity
in the classroom
and workplace

Keith Sawyer
Title: Associate professor of education
and of psychology, both in Arts &
Sciences
Education: B.A., computer science,
1982, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology; Ph.D., psychology, 1994,
University of Chicago
Hobbies: Playing piano, mountain
biking, hiking, camping, canoeing and
cooking
Family: Wife, Barbara; stepdaughter,
Nina Valdez, 17; and son, Graham, 5

became a social as well as creative
start a company designing caroutlet for me."
tridge adaptations of video arcade
games for Atari.
Back to school
"He said when I got back to
After working for the consulting
Boston I should come in for an
interview," Sawyer says. "But I said firm Kenan Systems Corp. for six
years, Sawyer decided to go to
I wanted to leave Boston. I was
graduate school in 1990, hoping
tired of the cold and was looking
to fulfill a dream of becoming a
forward to living in California."
professor.
Though he got an offer from
He earned a doctorate in psyHewlett-Packard, he ended up
chology from the University of
taking the video game design job,
Chicago in 1994. His doctoral
staying in Boston, which "I never
thesis was on children's pretend
thought I'd do," he says.
play, and it became his first book,
Sawyer said working for
"Pretend Play as Improvisation,"
General Computer Corp. was "an
which came out in 1997. He spent
awesome job."
one year in a preschool classroom
After working on several Atari
with 24 3-, 4- and 5-year-old
cartridge adaptations of arcade
children, recording their imagigames, two original arcade game
nary play scenarios to gain an
projects and working on the Atari
understanding of the mechanisms
7800 gaming console, Sawyer left
and processes of effective collaboin 1984 for a job with a consulting
ration in conversation.
firm.
While in Chicago, Sawyer
It was great timing. The video
game market tanked shortly there- discovered another passion: improvised theatre.
after, due to oversaturation, just as
"While I was at the University
Atari was about to release the 7800.
of Chicago, a friend introduced
Though he studied computer
me to improvisational theatre,
science in school, Sawyer has long
which is very popular there," he
had another passion: music.
says. "I started to get excited
Taking classical piano lessons
about it because it was conversasince he was 10 years old, Sawyer
tion, but it was like jazz. It was
discovered jazz music in high
like the missing link between my
school, a discovery that would
greatly influence his life and career. interest in jazz and my interest in
collaborative conversation."
"I've always been drawn to
He found that a local improv
music," he says. "In high school, I
was shy and introverted, and music group called Off Off Campus
needed a pianist. He auditioned
was a way for me to have easy
and played with them for two
access to people. People always
years, taking the opportunity to
needed a pianist, so it really
videotape practices and performances. He also taped many other
groups during that time.
"I spent about 10 years analyzing those tapes," he says. "There
was more than 50 hours of performance data, and I was fascinated
by the collaborative verbal creativity that improvising actors use to
generate unscripted dialogue."
The study resulted in a book
called "Improvised Dialogues,"
published in 2003. It was the first
social-scientific study of Chicago
improvisational theatre.

Collaborative learning

The Sawyer family: (from left) Nina Valdez, Barbara, Keith and
Graham on a recent trip to Turks and Caicos Islands.

After getting a one-year postdoctoral fellowship at the University
of California, Santa Cruz, Sawyer
came to WUSTL in 1996 as an
assistant professor of education
and of psychology. He began
studying collaboration in class-

rooms and how collaborative conversation can contribute to
learning.
"Using the same analytical
methods I used with theater and
children's play, I would videotape a
group of students having conversations in a learning situation,"
Sawyer says. "I tried to figure out
what made their conversations
effective for learning or what made
them not effective."
The study resulted in a book
Sawyer edited called "The
Cambridge Handbook of the
Learning Sciences."
He has written or edited 10
books and numerous journal articles during his career, including
"Creating Conversations," "Creativity in Performance," "Group
Creativity" and "Explaining
Creativity."
His most recent book is "Group
Genius: The Creative Power of
Collaboration," a trade press book
published in 2007.
"That book came out of some
research I did for a textbook for a
course I teach called 'Psychology of
Creativity,'" Sawyer says. "I realized
I enjoy writing for a more general
audience. Group Genius' focuses
on the fact that the psychology of
creativity shows creativity to be
based in everyday brain processes
that all of us use all the time.
Collaboration provides a lot of
power for those seeking to be more
creative."
It's the book that cemented his
place on the national stage for his
expertise in creativity, garnering a
large amount of media attention.
Sawyer uses his expertise in
creativity to give presentations to
businesses aimed at jump-starting
their potential for innovation and
creativity in the workplace. Two
years ago, he was invited to join the
faculty of the Olin Business School
and is working in the executive
MBA program, teaching classes
about leading innovative teams.
His latest project is a book
about the schools of the future.
"I'm trying to mesh my creative
research with research in the learning sciences to identify what schools
should look like if we want to produce more creative graduates in an
innovation-type economy," he says.
He also is working on a National Science Foundation grantfunded study with Regina Frey,
Ph.D., senior lecturer in chemistry
in Arts & Sciences and director of
the Teaching Center, on peer-led
learning.
"We have videotaped a peer-led

team learning study group in
which an upperclassman leads a
study group of freshmen," Sawyer
says. "We are trying to determine
which peer leaders are doing a
good job and specifically what
they are doing to help students
learn more effectively."
Sawyer also has been working
with the computer science program in the School of Engineering
to transform the undergraduate
computer science program to
make it more collaborative and.
hands-on.
Sawyer says WUSTL has been
very supportive of serious scholarly work. "I think that's one reason professors enjoy it so much
here and tend to stay here a long
time. Faculty members value the
space to do their scholarly and
academic work. We also value the
synergy between teaching and
research," says Sawyer, who adds
that WUSTL students are "topnotch."

Fresh ideas
Sawyer is in his second year as
chair of the Arts & Sciences
Curriculum Committee.
"Keith has made a great contribution to the undergraduate experience at the University with his
close attention to the curriculum,"
says James E. McLeod, vice chancellor for students and dean of the
College of Arts & Sciences. "Keith's
background in creativity and
innovation have helped him bring
fresh and interesting ideas to our
committee."
When Sawyer isn't teaching and
writing, he still finds time to play
piano. He also enjoys mountain
biking, camping, hiking and
canoeing.
Sawyer and his wife, Barbara,
enjoy cooking and are members of
a wine club. Sawyer has a son,
Graham, 5, and a stepdaughter,
Nina Valdez, 17.
"Keith is a great colleague,
always ready to help out in any
way," says Henry L. "Roddy"
Roediger III, Ph.D., the James
S. McDonnell Distinguished
University Professor in Arts &
Sciences.
"I have greatly enjoyed talking
to him and working with him
over my years at Washington
University," Roediger says. "His
presence here is a real boon to the
education department but also to
many others on campus because
of Keith's knack for collaboration.
He studies the topic, but he also
lives it."

